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Have you ever wanted a quiet place just to relaxðjust a place to rest 
awhile before going out into the hustle and bustle of life around campus? 
Have you wanted a silent oasis that is always there for you like a good 
friend? Well, look no more! We have the perfect place for you! Itôs the Art 
Gallery at the Overseas Chinese University. With its cozy space and 
balmy light, this little gallery is the perfect remedy to lift your spirits and 
see you through another day. 
 
The Art Gallery at OCU be-
gan in 2007 when the old li-
brary building was remod-
eled. Each semester, the 
gallery has four exhibitions, 
and each exhibition can be 
either a solo or cooperative 
exhibition with several art-
ists. In this silent corner of 
the basement can be exhibit-
ed collections of ceramics, 
works of mixed-medium, oil 
and watercolor paintings, drawings, and other artistic objects. The variety 
is endless! 
 

Admission to the gallery is, of course, 
free. You merely need to want to visit 
and take a few seconds to walk down 
the steps to this very inviting refuge. 
Perhaps you have an elective course 
and your instructor asks you to pay the 
gallery a visit. You should consider 
yourself fortunate! One recent exhibi-
tion had over 600 visitors. 
 
The Art Gallery is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 to 12:00 and 
1:30 to 4:30. It is closed between ex-
hibits. Please be sure to stop by and 
enjoy the current exhibition. 

The Overseas Chinese University  

A painting by Hsi -hsi Hsu  
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This year marks the 100th year of the 
Chinese republic. It seems a fitting time to 
reflect upon the flag.  
 
A flag is a symbol of a country. In Taiwan, 
our flag is colored blue, white, and red. It 
has a dark blue rectangle in the upper left 
corner with a white sun having 12 rays 
that symbolize the months of the year. 
The flag was designed by Lu Hao-tung in 
1895 and adopted as the national flag on 
December 17, 1928. 
 
Each color on the flag has a special 
meaning. Blue represents democracy. 
Red represents nationalism. And white represents the livelihood of people. The flag showed be 
raised after sunrise and lowered before sunset. We should stop raising and lowering the flag if 
the weather is not good. The flag should be preserved in a box, and you must not use it to cover 
or package something. You should not write or draw anything on the flag, and you must not use 
the flag as a tablecloth or a cushion. You can not use a tattered flag. The proper way to 
respectfully ñretireò a flag that is torn or tattered is to burn it. If you hear the national anthem, you 
should stand at attention until itôs over. 
 
Several years ago our school would conduct a flag raising ceremony in the early morning. The 
flag was raised by students from different departments in the five-year program. However, when 
the school became a university, this ceremony was no longer required. In some ways, not having 
the ceremony has caused problems. For example, since the flag now remains flying throughout 
the day and night, it can easily become damaged. A flag flying in this condition no longer shows 
respect for our country. 
 
The second problem is that since the flag is no longer raised or taken down on a regular basis, 
no one takes the opportunity to inspect the flag for wear. The number of people who actually look 
up at the flag to check its condition is probably very fewðif any at all. So it is common for the flag 
to fly in an undignified condition for a long time. 

 
From time to time, as you walk around the campus of our 
school, stop and take a look at the flag. If you should notice 
that it is damaged, please let the staff in the General 
Services Office know. They will replace the old flag with a 
new one. 
 
Just as all of us wish and deserve to be respected, so does 
the flag of a living country deserve respect. On this 100th 
anniversary of the Chinese republic, letôs renew our 
appreciation of its symbol and show our flag the 
consideration it is due. 
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I decided to participate in the speech contest because I wanted to 
challenge myself. I wanted to see how good I was and how good 
other students were.  
 
The first thing I did when I got the script was to read it once without 
looking up the words in the dictionary. Next, I highlighted the words I 
didnôt understand and looked them up in the dictionary. I wrote both 
the phonetic transcriptions and the definitions. I tried to recognize 
the most important word in each sentence, and I put the stress on 
those words. Then I read the script over and over until I could 
remember it perfectly. 
 

I spent a week preparing for the speech competition. I spent 30 minutes to one hour each day on 
the speech. After I could remember the script, I asked my mother and sister to pretend to be the 
audience and judges, and I read my speech to them. After practicing the script more than one 
hundred times, I was ready to compete against the other contestants in the competition. 
 
After the contest, I felt that there were many students who were very good and who had prepared  
and spoke well. For the next speech competition, I will need to work harder because everyone is 
improving. I believe I can do even better. 
 

There is a service area in Taichung County called 
Qingshui (Cingshuei) that is a very special place to 
visit. My family and I went there last year. It is so 
spacious! There is a big parking lot, some grocery 
stores, and many shops and restaurants in the market 
place. There is also a public square with a park. 
 
Itôs good to walk around the public square on a windy 
day. The cool weather and fresh air make people so 
relaxed. Many people like to shop in the market and 
buy some tasty snacks and eat great meals. I would 
like to recommend a nice restaurant that is just above 
the market. The meals served there include tender steak, thick soup, and elaborate desserts. 
They are all so delicious! Moreover, people can enjoy music when having their meals. In addition, 
because it is an outdoor restaurant, people can look down on the entire service area and enjoy a 
distant view from this place. 
 
The scenery is especially beautiful at Qingshui at night. With nice meals, pleasant music, and 
delightful night scenes, people can enjoy this great atmosphere. Later, some singers from other 
cities will come to perform at the public square. Most people like to sit on the grass or in front of 
the stage to watch the shows. I prefer to walk around the rest area after a meal. I never will forget 
the evening that passed so enjoyably. It is a great place to visit and relax. I hope you can go 
there soon and enjoy it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Special Rest Area to Visit   by Raya 

Preparing for the Speech Contest   by Sunny 



 

 

English Competitions   by Bella, Bonnie, Christine, and Gina 

Learning from Working   by Andrew & Joseph 
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The third competition was the presentation con-
test. Like the other two competitions, the presenta-
tion contest was open to students in both the four 
and five-year programs. This competition had 
eight groups of students with three to six students 
in each group. The first place group included four 
students: Joyce Tsai, Baily Hsu, Micole Lin, and 
Lilo Wang. The cash prize for first place was 
$3000NT. 

Next semester the Language Center will sponsor more competitions. There will be spelling, reci-
tation, and writing contests. Students are encouraged to participate in the competitions as a way 
to increase their English abilities in addition to the possibility of winning a cash reward. 

We both have previous work experience and currently work at different kinds of jobs. In our opin-
ion, there are several advantagesðand some disadvantagesðof having a job. 
 
First, we learned how to communicate properly. For example, you if work as a waiter in a restau-
rant, itôs important to say things correctly. In addition, we learned about cooking, bartending, and 
using a cash register. Learning how to work with other people is also very important and made 
easier if your colleagues are pleasant. 
 
The things we didnôt like about work were some of the customers. Even if they are rude, you have 
to say youôre sorry even though it may not be your fault. Youôre also fortunate if you get a good 
and understanding boss. Although having a part-time job may be difficult at times, the life experi-
ences you have are invaluable. 

There were three competitions this semester sponsored by the Language 
Center at OCU. The first competition was the singing contest. Many stu-
dents joined it, and they all did a good job. The first place winner was Lilo 
Wang. We all had heard her voice before at the previous singing competi-
tion. At that time, she sang ñHero,ò a famous song by Mariah Carey. For 
this yearôs contest, Lilo sang ñSaving All My Love for Youò by Whitney Hou-
ston. Liloôs voice was very powerful, and the judges and audience were 
very impressed. She won first place and received $3,000NT. 

The second competition sponsored by the Language Center was the 
speech contest. This competition was separated into two groups. One 
group of students were from the Applied English Department, and the other 
group included students from other departments on campus. The first place 
winner from the first group was Nai-Yu (Jill) Hsiao (pictured). The first place 
winner from the second group was Re-ki Syu. Both students did extremely 
well giving their speeches and received high scores from the judges. They 
each received $1500NT for their prize. 

 



 
 

  

Nowadays, many students need to have a part-time job. 
Having a job and being a full-time student can be hard. 
Here are some tips we would like to share with you. 
 
First, try to avoid working overtime at your job. Stay bal-
anced between your job and school. For example, when 
you have classes all day, you should try to spend less 
time at your job. You are a student now, so your job 
should allow you to have some study time during the day 
to preview and review your courses. 
 
Second, donôt work too late if it will affect your sleep. 
Some students work very late at night, and they donôt 

have enough time to sleep well. They may be absent from their classes the next morning, or they 
may sleep during class. Working students should go home early after work and not stay up late 
playing computer games, watching TV, or doing something else that isnôt necessary. 
 
Another tip we can make is for students to control costs. Some students work to pay off loans, 
others work because they want to get job experience. However, there are students who work be-
cause they want to buy a lot of things. These students will work harder to get more money. By 
controlling costs, students may be able to reduce the number of hours they need to work. Next, 
be sure to take some time to relax. Donôt spend all your time studying and working at your job. If 
you relax appropriately, you will have better performance both at school and at work. Your ability 
to learn will improve and your mood at work will be better. 
 
Finally, be realistic in what you can achieve at your job while at school. Some students may want 
to work on a promotion at their job and may spend more time on that, but the most important 
point is that you are just a student. You shouldnôt let your studies suffer because of a part-time 
job. By following our advice, you should be able to have that part-time job and also be a good 
student.  

I work at a dental clinic. The things I need to do are receive patients, key in medical records, take 
x-rays, and teach patients about dentures and how to brush their teeth. Sometimes, I think it is a 
nice job. My colleagues are easy to get along with, and I am satisfied with my salary, although it 
is a part-time job. When I work, I meet different kinds of people. Some are interesting, but some 
patients are difficult to deal with. I am always busy at my job. The only thing I donôt like about it is 
that there are many company rules and the doctor can easily get upset and angry. Then we are 
the ones who get blamed when something goes wrong. ðRainie  
 
I worked at a restaurant for three months. During this time, I realized that earning money is diffi-
cult. In fact, my work experience there wasnôt good. The boss and his wife were easy to get an-
gry, and I often got blamed for things that were not my fault. The worse was that my colleagues 
were not only cool but unfriendly. To tell the truth, I learned a lot things working there, but I still 
feel that the work environment needed  to improve. ðChantal  
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The Real World of Work   by Rainie & Chantal 

Being a Working Student   by Grace, Sherry, Stella, and Vance 
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Last year, my parents and I went to China to celebrate 
the holidays. Because my father was too busy to come 
back to Taiwan, my mother decided to take my brother 
and I to China for the holidays. 
 
We stayed in China for ten days, and we went to many 
places during our time there. The first place we visited 
was Mount Huangshan. There is a lot of beautiful scenery 
there and so many tourists go to Huangshan to get up 
early and see the sunrise. Before climbing the mountain, 
we had to put on special equipment under our shoes 

because there was snow there. The equipment we wore kept us from 
falling down as we walked. Then we ate delicious food at our hotel. At 
Mount Huangshan, everything was expensive. We stayed there three 
days, so we didnôt see everything there was to enjoy. I hope to be 
able to go back in the future. 
 
The second place we visited was Shanghai. There are many high and 
beautiful buildings in Shanghai. We saw many buildings at the 2010 
Expo. Many of the images I saw are fixed in my memory. On my last 
day in Shanghai, I began to miss Taiwan and my home very much. 
For me, there were so many people on the streets and in the 
department stores that it was difficult to enjoy myself. It was so 
crowed! It didnôt matter if it was a holiday or just a normal day. There 
were also other problems, like hygiene and good manners. As the 
saying goes, ñItôs a nice place to visit, but I wouldnôt want to live 
there.ò All in all, I think living in Taiwan is just fine for me.  
 

This was our first time to China. We saw many  
interesting things at Jinhua. The camellia 
garden and the Jinhua ham factory impressed 
us so much. The students from Jinhua 
Polytechnic were interested in Taiwanese 
snacks and wanted to visit Taiwan. We were so 
lucky to be able to visit China. It is a great 
memory to us. What we saw in China was that 
every student was so positive and tries very 
hard in school. We asked a question to one 
student from Jinhua Polytechnic, ñWhy do you 
want to be a volunteer and help us these few 
days?ò The student said, ñIt is because we 

want to know more things about Taiwanôs culture, and we are really interested in Taiwanôs 
students. This is a great opportunity for us.ò This was a meaningful experience for both of us. 

 

Shanghaiôs World Trade  
Center  

Our School Trip to China   by Allison & Patty 

 

My Trip to China   by Sherry 
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The Strange Case of Voltaire   by James & Josh 

Have you heard the music of Voltaire? No, not the French writ-
er! Weôre talking about the Cuban born cabaret musician. His 
real name is Aurelio Voltaire Hernandez. This multi-talented 
artist is a animator, director, a producer of comic books, and 
even a professor at the School of Visual Arts in New York City.  
 
His songs are a delightful stew of gothic darkness with most of 
them speaking of love, loss, the supernatural, monsters, zom-
bies, aliens, and the workings of twisted minds. Be forewarned! 
Such offerings are not for children or the overly sensitive. 
 
We like his songs because they are an interesting mix of humor 
with subjects that are creepy and horrific, but also kind of cute. 
Itôs that combination that is truly amazing! His personality is 
odd, kind, gentle, and joyful. Voltaire is always full of energy, 
and his style is unique.  
 
So when you are in the mood to broaden your listening horizons, we would like to suggest that 
you give this guy a listen. His music is one of a kind just as he is, and although he may be a 
freak, heôs a marvelous one at that! 
 
 
 

 
There isnôt really a lot thatôs asked of students. We ask stu-
dents to be on time for class and to study and pass their ex-
ams.. We ask them to participate in activities that are designed 
for their benefit and that should help them learn. However, 
what some students donôt seem to be learning is to value what 
has been given them, such as the new building. There isnôt any 
excuseðgood or badð for vandalism, yet it is becoming more 
common around campus. 
 
The photograph on the left 

illustrates this problem very well. It was taken in the new 
building in one of the stairwells where some students smoke. 
Obviously, these students donôt like the fact that smoking is 
not allowed there, but they continue to smoke anyway and 
show their displeasure and disrespect by destroying school 
property. The photograph on the right was taken early one 
morning soon after the new building opened. You can see the 
large pile of trash heaped up on the table, even though the 
trash and recycle bins were practically empty. 
 
Letôs all take more time and effort in keeping the new building looking new. If the problem of stu-
dent destruction doesnôt get better, it will only get worse. Thereôs no standing still in life. 
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